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00:00:07 Yuki Seidler
To say that the university holds the knowledge that is superior to the society is something very questionable, I think.
00:00:17 Yuki Seidler
I had this moment of frustration of writing all these articles and thinking, like, who is actually going to read this other than the article reviewers?
00:00:27 Yuki Seidler
My wish would be actually CEU having its third mission, which is basically university working for the society and with the society.
00:00:46 Aron Szalay
Hello and welcome to The Collaboration Code, the podcast that explores the possibilities of academic corporations and the future of social sciences.
00:00:56 Aron Szalay
I am your host, Aron Szalay.
00:01:05 Aron Szalay
My first guest on the collaboration code is Yuki Seidler.
00:01:09 Aron Szalay
She has a long experience with participatory methods.
00:01:12 Aron Szalay
She has a PhD in public health from the Medical University of Vienna and worked on numerous projects with civil society organizations, from small-scale community action groups to large-scale humanitarian aid organizations.
00:01:26 Aron Szalay
She has trained participatory researchers for over a decade and managed such projects both in the Austrian and international settings.
00:01:36 Aron Szalay
She is currently the manager of CEU's Science for Society Hub and helps students and faculty members connect with civil society organizations and facilitate academic civil cooperations in conducting socially relevant studies.
00:01:51 Aron Szalay
She's also co-teaching a course on participatory action research, where students get the possibility to gain hands-on experience in collaborative research.
00:01:59 Aron Szalay
I also took her course and it was really a great opportunity to learn and practice new skills.
00:02:06 Aron Szalay
So I am especially happy to start this podcast with you.
00:02:09 Aron Szalay
Welcome to The Collaboration Code.
00:02:12 Yuki Seidler
Thank you very much, Aron, for inviting me to this first episode of your podcast.
00:02:18 Yuki Seidler
I'm really, really honoured to be here today.
00:02:21 Aron Szalay
Thank you.
00:02:22 Aron Szalay
So we live in a time when the role of universities and the expectations we have towards them are changing.
00:02:29 Aron Szalay
Especially in social science, it is increasingly seen as important not only to engage in theoretical debates, but to show applicability in the real world and spark change.
00:02:41 Aron Szalay
At the same time, there are also increasing expectations about revenue creation.
00:02:46 Aron Szalay
Where do these expectations come from?
00:02:50 Speaker 
I think the universities in general are facing a very critical moment as well as exciting time.
00:02:59 Yuki Seidler
I mean, as if you go onto YouTube, internet, you can actually join very interesting seminars and you can learn a lot.
00:03:09 Yuki Seidler
So we have to ask what are we going to get from universities that is beyond reading books or listening to interesting lecturers.
00:03:18 Yuki Seidler
I think interaction
00:03:20 Yuki Seidler
and especially interaction with your surroundings is becoming some sort of the necessity.
00:03:25 Yuki Seidler
And the so-called third missions of universities are starting to get into a spotlight again.
00:03:32 Yuki Seidler
And third mission in the past has meant much more like a university having a sort of contract with the society, for example, developing patent or intellectual property rights or some
00:03:49 Yuki Seidler
public-private partnership kind of things.
00:03:52 Yuki Seidler
But now the more important is that we really engage more with the society, actually to ask once more what is the relevance of the social science to the society.
00:04:06 Yuki Seidler
So it's not only about intellectual property right or industry cooperation or medicine or vaccine development.
00:04:14 Yuki Seidler
That is maybe easier to understand.
00:04:17 Yuki Seidler
But what is really meant to be social science?
00:04:20 Yuki Seidler
That is very important, I think.
00:04:23 Aron Szalay
Yeah, and what is really meant to be social science?
00:04:27 Aron Szalay
What are these possibilities that we can do with social science today?
00:04:34 Yuki Seidler
Yes, so this was actually the challenge that I was given at the Central European University, which I was very, very fortunate.
00:04:41 Yuki Seidler
I think the Central European University, CEU, is very, very unique in a sense that it is located in Austria, which comes from more Humboldt kind of tradition of university in which knowledge, well, independent freedom of research is there.
00:05:00 Yuki Seidler
But the academic teaching and research was much more confined to kind of monk kind of elite people.
00:05:09 Yuki Seidler
But at the same time, CEU has an Anglo-Sac
00:05:11 Yuki Seidler
and tradition of being an American university as well, which has this tradition of being more service to the society.
00:05:20 Yuki Seidler
And I think this combination is very unique and therefore we had a very fortunate opportunity to have a pilot project that was initially called Science Shop.
00:05:34 Yuki Seidler
in which the university really tries to respond to the needs to the civil society organization.
00:05:40 Yuki Seidler
So I sort of managed to transform this science shop idea into a much more collaborative form.
00:05:49 Yuki Seidler
Why?
00:05:50 Yuki Seidler
Because to
00:05:52 Yuki Seidler
To say that the university holds the knowledge that is superior to the society is something very questionable, I think.
00:06:00 Yuki Seidler
The society, especially the civil society organisation, have their own expertise knowledge, also practice-based knowledge, which we as an academic can also learn a lot from.
00:06:12 Yuki Seidler
We wanted to transform this.
00:06:14 Yuki Seidler
And what we actually did was to, actually my colleague Gabby and me, we ran around, met with many, many NGOs and civil society organization as possible, especially in the neighborhood of the CEU, which is Favoriton.
00:06:29 Yuki Seidler
Actually, I've written is a very unique place.
00:06:32 Yuki Seidler
They have one of the highest number of migrants, but actually one of the highest numbers of civil society organizations as well.
00:06:40 Yuki Seidler
So this is, I would call like a mecca of NGOs.
00:06:44 Yuki Seidler
And so we actually went around and asked them like what matters to them and asked them what should we as a university research?
00:06:54 Yuki Seidler
What would their idea that we should research on?
00:06:58 Yuki Seidler
And interestingly, this was a very, in the beginning, I felt this was very difficult from the NGO side to understand as well.
00:07:07 Yuki Seidler
They actually didn't really understand what we wanted.
00:07:10 Yuki Seidler
So we had to really practice a lot that saying what we really want is to have these research questions and research agenda actually coming from outside of the university because students and professors and we can all read books, but the real
00:07:28 Yuki Seidler
practice-based knowledge is at the NGO side.
00:07:31 Yuki Seidler
So slowly with some example, we managed to show that this is something interesting and really very interesting questions come out from the civil society organization.
00:07:43 Yuki Seidler
For example, recently we had this request of a literature review or sort of a mapping exercise of
00:07:55 Yuki Seidler
of certain funding agency for anti-gender activities.
00:08:00 Yuki Seidler
So usually when you do some sort of mapping, you rather go with, okay, who is actually actively funding the gender, against gender violence topics?
00:08:12 Yuki Seidler
But you don't really think about who is actually funding the anti-gender movement, which is a very interesting thing and a very practical thing that the NGO really wants to know because they're always fighting with this
00:08:24 Yuki Seidler
kind of organization.
00:08:25 Yuki Seidler
And they said that, we are really, with all the budget cut, as with the Trump and everything, and the UN closing down and withdrawing, this is a huge budget cut that they're experiencing.
00:08:38 Yuki Seidler
And they said, but we heard from the other side that this anti-gender foundation has no problem getting money for the next 50 years, which is really a shocking thing.
00:08:50 Yuki Seidler
So they wanted to have a comprehensive research
00:08:54 Yuki Seidler
on this.
00:08:54 Yuki Seidler
And I think these kind of ideas don't really necessarily come if you're sitting in the university and reading theories, which is also important, but it's a different approach.
00:09:07 Aron Szalay
Right, It's something like very, very much like coming from the people who actually work with these issues, right?
00:09:14 Yuki Seidler
Yeah.
00:09:15 Aron Szalay
And can you like walk us through how is it, how can I imagine such a cooperative research?
00:09:23 Aron Szalay
Where does it start?
00:09:24 Aron Szalay
You mentioned that you went out to these organizations and asked them questions about what do they need.
00:09:33 Aron Szalay
But when a project starts, how do you find researchers
00:09:37 Aron Szalay
for that to dig deeper into that question, how does this process work?
00:09:43 Yuki Seidler
Yes, so we basically work with three different groups.
00:09:47 Yuki Seidler
So on one hand, of course, the NGOs, on the other hand, the students, and then we have the professors as the academic supervisors.
00:09:56 Yuki Seidler
So on one hand, we run around and ask the NGOs what are their interests, what kind of research questions will be relevant to them.
00:10:05 Yuki Seidler
On the other hand, we meet with many, many students like you who are interested in this type of research or want to maybe write a thesis that is a little bit more practice oriented.
00:10:17 Yuki Seidler
So we have individual consultation with the students and collect their interest.
00:10:22 Yuki Seidler
And then if we find a very good match, then we matchmake them.
00:10:26 Yuki Seidler
If the student is writing this as part of the thesis, of course we will ask the students to consult with the supervisors if these forms of thesis writing is accepted.
00:10:38 Yuki Seidler
And so that the supervisor will be monitoring the process.
00:10:45 Yuki Seidler
The other way of doing this is also doing it as part of the course, as we did it in our participatory action research.
00:10:53 Yuki Seidler
This was a very rare but precious opportunity where we had Caritas colleagues actually coming into a class several times and especially defining the research question together.
00:11:07 Yuki Seidler
So even if we sort of collect the ideas and research questions from the NGO side, some sort of
00:11:15 Yuki Seidler
refinement is always needed.
00:11:17 Yuki Seidler
And also the NGO side in the beginning, they have some sort of rough idea, but it is not really defined yet.
00:11:24 Yuki Seidler
So this is a process where we actually facilitate a meeting between the student and the NGO, and we could do this in the class.
00:11:33 Yuki Seidler
And as you have experienced, defining the research question or defining the problem is the most difficult and crucial part.
00:11:43 Yuki Seidler
And to do this together with the NGO is already the first step of the knowledge co-creation, I think.
00:11:50 Yuki Seidler
So we spend a lot of time actually defining the research agenda, the research question together with the student.
00:11:57 Yuki Seidler
and the NGO.
00:11:59 Yuki Seidler
And once we have this, then we will decide on the method.
00:12:02 Yuki Seidler
So this is very important because NGOs could have also a very limited resources.
00:12:09 Yuki Seidler
They are not getting money by actually taking part on a so-called experiential learning or engaged research.
00:12:16 Yuki Seidler
everything, almost everything we do is not, no money is involved.
00:12:21 Yuki Seidler
So we try to make sure that the NGO really gets what they want as well as of course the students will profit from the experiential learning.
00:12:30 Yuki Seidler
So if the NGO side said we have really no like time or resource or any supervision, then we will actually do the minimum, which is usually a literature review.
00:12:41 Yuki Seidler
So the students will do a literature review or they will write a seminar or term paper
00:12:46 Yuki Seidler
that is relevant to what actually NGO is doing.
00:12:51 Yuki Seidler
So I think this is also very exciting because the students do a literature review or write a term paper knowing that not only the professor is reading it, but actually there is an audience out there who is really, really interested in that topic.
00:13:06 Yuki Seidler
So that will be the most basic form.
00:13:08 Yuki Seidler
If the NGO side has a bit more resources, then we will discuss like what kind of data could be collected together
00:13:16 Yuki Seidler
in a participatory action research, we actually walked around, we did the transect walk, we did some sort of community mapping or mental mapping, and also did some focus group as well as interviews.
00:13:29 Yuki Seidler
All of these was not just extracting the data.
00:13:32 Yuki Seidler
I mean, I myself as a qualitative researcher had done so many interviews in my life, but I was
00:13:40 Yuki Seidler
always very frustrated that in the end you can't really give back anything.
00:13:44 Yuki Seidler
You're actually just taking everyone's time just for the sake of you getting the credit for finishing your course.
00:13:51 Yuki Seidler
But in this case, you're actually doing an interview that is really interesting for the NGO.
00:13:56 Yuki Seidler
So they're actually willing to spend the time with you.
00:14:00 Yuki Seidler
And this is how it can be realized inside the course.
00:14:05 Yuki Seidler
And we also had some example of some big data analysis with a professor at the Data Network Science Department with a refugee organization.
00:14:17 Yuki Seidler
When the Syrian refugee came to Austria in 2015, I see many, many people was interested in providing the housing and opening the housing from them.
00:14:27 Yuki Seidler
On the other hand, the refugees also had the demand, but there was no mechanism of matchmaking this in an efficient way.
00:14:35 Yuki Seidler
So one of the professor at the Network Data Science Department did this project with the student of data matching and statistical analysis.
00:14:47 Yuki Seidler
And this was also a very interesting case of NGO not having the resources, but they know what they want.
00:14:55 Yuki Seidler
So the idea that the NGO side, the civil societies have less knowledge, I think this is a paradigm shift that we have to overcome, that they have their own knowledge.
00:15:08 Yuki Seidler
Usually they just don't have the resources or they did not have the time to reflect well.
00:15:13 Yuki Seidler
And this becomes the mutual beneficial
00:15:18 Yuki Seidler
form of actually university getting what they need, which is actually students having a practical experience, and the NGO side getting what they needed.
00:15:30 Aron Szalay
Universities gain a lot of knowledge from NGOs as well, right?
00:15:35 Yuki Seidler
Yes.
00:15:36 Yuki Seidler
And we could also create new knowledge.
00:15:39 Yuki Seidler
I think in the case of our participatory action research course, one of the topics that also really worked very well was in the interest of the CEU as well as the Caritas, because Caritas actually wanted to engage more non-German speaking volunteers.
00:15:56 Yuki Seidler
Actually, language is a huge barrier of actually also being engaged as a volunteer, but Caritas knew that they wanted to expand.
00:16:06 Yuki Seidler
to this group of people.
00:16:08 Yuki Seidler
And actually on the other side, the CEU students who themselves did not speak German was interested in getting engaged.
00:16:15 Yuki Seidler
And also with your topic like where can the Caritas and the CEU overlap institutionally and collaborate more better was in the interest for both sides and very interesting things came out, I thought.
00:16:30 Aron Szalay
Nice.
00:16:31 Aron Szalay
So you mentioned
00:16:32 Aron Szalay
that there are new and changing expectations towards academia.
00:16:39 Aron Szalay
And what are the factors that can limit this change?
00:16:44 Aron Szalay
You talk now about these new possibilities and the possibilities at CU.
00:16:50 Aron Szalay
But what things make it harder to cooperate?
00:16:57 Yuki Seidler
Yes, I think both sides, always the resources is the problem.
00:17:03 Yuki Seidler
As we know that the NGOs are very, very busy, of course, taking care of their own client because that is their main job.
00:17:14 Yuki Seidler
And sitting down and discussing with us or even talking about what literature or research question could be interesting is an extra burden for them.
00:17:25 Yuki Seidler
So
00:17:26 Yuki Seidler
some sort of leadership support from the NGO side of recognizing this kind of work would be very, very helpful.
00:17:35 Yuki Seidler
And I think some of our NGO colleagues are, some of them being successful, some of them are still struggling and doing their advocacy inside.
00:17:44 Yuki Seidler
And also from the university side, the professors or the researchers engaged in this type of
00:17:53 Yuki Seidler
activities.
00:17:55 Yuki Seidler
This is, of course, not the mainstream, because first of all, it is very, very difficult to publish in the so-called high-impact journal about this type of research activities.
00:18:07 Yuki Seidler
It is sometimes sort of regarded as a second class and not really scholarly enough.
00:18:15 Yuki Seidler
And I think this is something that needs also a paradigm change.
00:18:20 Yuki Seidler
And there is more and more recognition that also the social science-oriented universities need to be working on more of the experiential-based skills of the students.
00:18:33 Yuki Seidler
I think one group of the stakeholders, so to say, that doesn't need a lot of convincing, in my opinion, in our work, is other students.
00:18:42 Yuki Seidler
The students are really, really eager to go out there and do something and learn practical skills in addition to the precious steps.
00:18:50 Yuki Seidler
theoretical skills that they learn.
00:18:54 Yuki Seidler
But I think at the professor's side, it is very difficult because they are very busy with teaching, research and writing their paper.
00:19:02 Yuki Seidler
And in addition, coordinating with the NGOs is a lot of work.
00:19:07 Yuki Seidler
So this is where we really try to support.
00:19:12 Yuki Seidler
So we try to lessen the burden for the NGOs.
00:19:17 Yuki Seidler
We also try to actively support professors who are
00:19:20 Yuki Seidler
interested in doing this kind of thing.
00:19:23 Yuki Seidler
But if this could be a bit more institutionalized or for example if the professor's job doing these kind of things could be recognized in a different way, I think this will be very, very helpful.
00:19:35 Yuki Seidler
And recently I learned that there is even a name for the people that do this kind of thing, that's called third place professionals.
00:19:43 Yuki Seidler
So they are in this sort of third place.
00:19:46 Yuki Seidler
It doesn't mean that it's the least important place, but it
00:19:50 Yuki Seidler
is a third place that does not really fit into teaching and research, but something very, very important.
00:19:56 Yuki Seidler
And I have met third place professionals on the NGO side.
00:20:00 Yuki Seidler
They themselves, I mean, nowadays, lots of NGO workers, they have also PhD doctors or three masters, they're really, really professional on their own.
00:20:11 Yuki Seidler
And these people meet with our third place professors and very innovative, interesting research comes out.
00:20:21 Aron Szalay
Yeah, and social sciences are also in an interesting position right now, where they're like strongly institutionalized legacies from the past and new alternative possibilities that are gaining strength.
00:20:38 Aron Szalay
And what do you think, what is the relevance and the duty of social sciences in the 21st century?
00:20:46 Yuki Seidler
Yes, I think we have to bring back the relevance by actually
00:20:56 Yuki Seidler
sort of doing awareness raising or engaged activity so that the people think that the social science is also relevant to the people's life.
00:21:06 Yuki Seidler
So the so-called citizen science movement, I think it has become quite established, well, not fully established, but much better known now in which medical science or technical sciences actually go out there and do something with
00:21:26 Yuki Seidler
citizen, for example, collecting the allergy data from everyone, from the smartphone, and this was named as a participatory way of citizen science.
00:21:38 Yuki Seidler
And people said, okay, then they use this for developing new medicine or developing a new warning systems of when some pollen flies around.
00:21:48 Yuki Seidler
And this is much more, I think, understandable to the public, like
00:21:54 Yuki Seidler
Even there is a scepticism towards medicine.
00:21:56 Yuki Seidler
In general, people think that the medical science is doing good for the people.
00:22:02 Yuki Seidler
But social science, the relevance of social science, I think, is less visible.
00:22:08 Yuki Seidler
And as we have experienced in the very beginning, many of our NGOs were very confused that we have actually asked them to come up with some social science relevant research questions.
00:22:21 Yuki Seidler
And they said, this is not our job.
00:22:23 Yuki Seidler
I mean, this is not what we do.
00:22:25 Yuki Seidler
That's a work of the university, right?
00:22:28 Yuki Seidler
They said, no, but many of the social science research or even theories or even philosophy that comes out of it is so much relevant to your
00:22:38 Yuki Seidler
work.
00:22:38 Yuki Seidler
I mean, probably all these people studied this somewhere in the past and it is in some back of their head.
00:22:44 Yuki Seidler
But after getting so much busy with their everyday life, caring for the asylum seekers or migrants or mothers, single mothers, they somehow lose this relevance.
00:22:56 Yuki Seidler
And I think the university can really provide more of these opportunities or maybe creating this new space.
00:23:07 Yuki Seidler
to say, look, social science is very relevant, even in terms of medicine.
00:23:14 Yuki Seidler
And we have seen like the COVID vaccine was not only about medical issue, it was about how do we...
00:23:22 Yuki Seidler
get people's trust in the system.
00:23:25 Yuki Seidler
And this is a very social science related interdisciplinary approach.
00:23:29 Yuki Seidler
But it is wrong to say that, well, this is something that only the university should be bothered about.
00:23:37 Yuki Seidler
So I think this is something that has to really, how do we really get the public engaged and interested and also to increase the relevance of social science research to their everyday life.
00:23:51 Aron Szalay
So basically then this participatory way of researching could show then the future of social sciences.
00:24:03 Yuki Seidler
Yes, I hope so, but the participatory research, as you have also experienced, comes with lots of challenges as well.
00:24:11 Yuki Seidler
In our case, we are really, really lucky to have the Caritas Stadtteilarbeit, which is just like a 5 minutes' walk from us, and they are willing to come to us, and we also go to them, and we have also our students engaged in volunteers.
00:24:28 Yuki Seidler
But
00:24:30 Yuki Seidler
Everything takes a lot of time and resources and trust.
00:24:35 Yuki Seidler
So I think it really cannot be established in a day.
00:24:40 Yuki Seidler
And slowly with our partners, we have some sort of institutional level.
00:24:46 Yuki Seidler
It's not a fixed like a contract or something, but institutional trust that we have built over the last 18 months.
00:24:56 Yuki Seidler
And it
00:24:58 Yuki Seidler
I think it is the most ideal way to go, but we also should be very careful not to be imposing the most perfect textbook model of participatory research or participatory action research.
00:25:12 Yuki Seidler
We have to always be careful what kind of resources both sides have and how can we really make the action sort of meaningful for both sides.
00:25:24 Aron Szalay
And what should be done at the university side to strengthen these ties or to encourage more such research?
00:25:35 Yuki Seidler
Yes, I think, although this is just really my opinion and I shouldn't be representing the university,
00:25:44 Yuki Seidler
It does help that if it's part of the study, so the students get the credits for it, because I know our students, especially, they are very, very busy, so to do anything in addition is a lot of...
00:26:00 Yuki Seidler
time and commitment for the student.
00:26:02 Yuki Seidler
And CEU again is very, very special in a way that many departments have this applied track.
00:26:09 Yuki Seidler
So like the gender department has applied track, the public policy department has a specific policy lab.
00:26:17 Yuki Seidler
and legal department also now have applied project track.
00:26:20 Yuki Seidler
The other departments have some internship that could be accredited.
00:26:24 Yuki Seidler
So I think we can be creative to say that let's get out of this traditional internship in where students sit in the office and be part of a conference organization or something like that, but actually really work on some sort of research question together.
00:26:40 Yuki Seidler
And for that, the students get credit
00:26:44 Yuki Seidler
out of it that will count towards their study programme.
00:26:49 Yuki Seidler
I think this will help.
00:26:51 Yuki Seidler
And as I said before, I think the recognition to the professors who are very, very active, like taking care of the internship programme or applied
00:27:02 Yuki Seidler
track program is a lot of work, but it's not really something that also the professors get lots of credit out of it.
00:27:11 Yuki Seidler
So maybe this is something that could be thought through.
00:27:17 Aron Szalay
And how would it change social sciences if we had more cooperative research?
00:27:25 Yuki Seidler
I think, again,
00:27:28 Yuki Seidler
I think social science will benefit of becoming again more reflective.
00:27:34 Yuki Seidler
I have a very famous, not famous, no, one of my favorite sentence is that everyone can be a theorist.
00:27:42 Yuki Seidler
So we are all philosopher.
00:27:44 Yuki Seidler
I think we are very sometimes discouraged after reading so many theories and so much philosopher that there's nothing that you can add new to this world.
00:27:54 Yuki Seidler
I think this kind of engaged research will give you everyone the opportunity to think that, even I can maybe come up with some new theory.
00:28:04 Yuki Seidler
I mean, new theory or some...
00:28:07 Yuki Seidler
some change or adapting the existing theory to something that is much more relevant to the nowadays situation because we are no longer living in the 15th, 16th century in many of the wonderful theories or philosophy was established, which is still very useful.
00:28:24 Yuki Seidler
But what that really means to our current context
00:28:28 Yuki Seidler
can only be reflected upon if we do more of this kind of engaged research.
00:28:34 Yuki Seidler
So I think social science will benefit from this reflection process.
00:28:39 Aron Szalay
And what is the role of academia in kind of defining what is valid knowledge?
00:28:47 Yuki Seidler
Yes, as I said, I think the role of academia to really try not to put hierarchy on knowledge.
00:28:55 Yuki Seidler
So it's not that the knowledge that the university, the academia holds is the most important and powerful and the best.
00:29:05 Yuki Seidler
I think we should try to
00:29:09 Yuki Seidler
to break that and say that actually practice-based knowledge, experience-based knowledge holds the same value and importance as the academic knowledge.
00:29:20 Yuki Seidler
I think this is even saying it is easy, but trying to really practice that is not an easy thing.
00:29:29 Aron Szalay
Yeah, and when kind of the social sciences are changing,
00:29:36 Aron Szalay
And if we include new source of knowledge and if we accept that knowledge can be co-created by also outside academia, what could be the new ways and new possibilities for scientific communication?
00:29:58 Aron Szalay
And how can we kind of include more people?
00:30:01 Aron Szalay
Because there's also kind of a big issue that social scientific papers are
00:30:06 Aron Szalay
often written in a specific language, and it's not always accessible to everyone.
00:30:13 Aron Szalay
How can we make sure to include more people in these scientific discussions?
00:30:19 Yuki Seidler
Yes, this is a good point.
00:30:21 Yuki Seidler
I mean, me being also a postdoc researcher myself, I had this moment of frustration of writing all these articles and thinking like, who is actually going to read this other than the article reviewers, which could be a frustrating feeling.
00:30:38 Yuki Seidler
And recently I actually learned there is an initiative in UK where there is a platform and a group of people in which you can send your
00:30:49 Yuki Seidler
or academic results, and they provide a service of converting that into a comic, into a podcast, or into a different forms of actually presenting the papers.
00:31:02 Yuki Seidler
So I mean, nowadays I know that your generation, you'll be probably listening and more visualized things will stick to your head more than just reading a paper.
00:31:13 Yuki Seidler
And actually there is no reason to say that all the academic papers have to be presented in a written
00:31:19 Yuki Seidler
form.
00:31:20 Yuki Seidler
And I also learned one of the projects in Ireland where they actually made the academic paper result into a theatre, which was also very interesting.
00:31:30 Yuki Seidler
So I think we have to start thinking of how do we disseminate the research results in different forms other than writing.
00:31:39 Yuki Seidler
So that's something very interesting.
00:31:42 Yuki Seidler
important and here at the CEU we have last year we had our first Science with Society conference in which we
00:31:52 Yuki Seidler
actually presented, or the students presented their research together with the NGOs.
00:31:57 Yuki Seidler
So what was very, very unique about this conference, that it is an academic conference, but it's not only the academic, but actually the researchers, the students and the professor come together with the NGOs and our civil society organisation partners, which they present the result together.
00:32:17 Yuki Seidler
So everyone is mentioned as a co-author,
00:32:20 Yuki Seidler
And I think this was one of the dreams that I had, because I have also myself attended many conferences of transdisciplinary and interdisciplinary research in cooperation with the NGOs, but I never saw any NGOs actually attending such a conference.
00:32:38 Yuki Seidler
So this was something that we tried out last year.
00:32:42 Yuki Seidler
And I think it was a really great success because, I mean, you could see how happy our partners were and also our students
00:32:50 Yuki Seidler
the professors were of actually presenting this together.
00:32:54 Yuki Seidler
So I think these forms new ways of communicating scientific research is by actually engaging the people and not just one way communicating in a simple language because now this is also something very prominent that the academic research has to be communicated in simple language.
00:33:15 Yuki Seidler
But I think it is beyond that.
00:33:17 Yuki Seidler
I think we have to really do science communication also as an
00:33:20 Yuki Seidler
engagement activity.
00:33:23 Aron Szalay
Yeah, and indeed it was a really nice conference.
00:33:27 Aron Szalay
But I'm also thinking about that there is some kind of difference in who has like even the chance of like entering a university building.
00:33:38 Aron Szalay
Do you think it's possible to reach people who can't even think about entering university, not even for a conference, and to
00:33:50 Aron Szalay
Include them in the scientific discussion.
00:33:53 Yuki Seidler
Yes, I think that will be really, really interesting.
00:33:56 Yuki Seidler
But there is, I think it has to go step by step.
00:34:00 Yuki Seidler
So for example, we did have a project idea of inviting some of the people who are living in a homeless shelter to come to the CEU.
00:34:13 Yuki Seidler
But of course, this was a bit too much for them.
00:34:16 Yuki Seidler
They said they cannot imagine yet.
00:34:20 Yuki Seidler
So the idea was maybe first to see you go there and do something with them, build a trust, and then they will have a...
00:34:30 Yuki Seidler
the moment or motivation to come to see you.
00:34:33 Yuki Seidler
But I think the university should be much, much more open to this.
00:34:37 Yuki Seidler
And there's also another very interesting initiative in Netherlands that I learned about, in which people like living on the street, they come to the university and they give a lecture to the professors and the researchers and the students about what it is about living in the street.
00:34:55 Yuki Seidler
Like, you know, what are the surviving strategies,
00:34:59 Yuki Seidler
So you actually reverse the roles.
00:35:03 Yuki Seidler
So the people, the public is actually the teachers and they actually hold the knowledge that actually we don't know.
00:35:10 Yuki Seidler
And I think in this way, university can become much more accessible as well to the public.
00:35:18 Yuki Seidler
But in general, I think we should be much more open.
00:35:22 Aron Szalay
Absolutely, yeah, but that's a great example and it's great that there are such initiatives.
00:35:29 Aron Szalay
And now turning towards the end, before we end, I have a challenge for you.
00:35:35 Aron Szalay
I would like to ask you to describe in a few words, see you in 2050.
00:35:42 Aron Szalay
How it is structured, what are the guiding principles, how is knowledge created, and who have access to this knowledge?
00:35:50 Aron Szalay
And feel free to use your imagination and give your most utopistic vision.
00:35:57 Yuki Seidler
Yes, it will be just my dream.
00:35:59 Yuki Seidler
and utoptistic vision, and I also, of course, not in the position to make a decision and change.
00:36:08 Yuki Seidler
But my wish would be actually CEU having its third mission, which is basically university working for the society and with the society, which is already the CEU mission from since its foundation.
00:36:26 Yuki Seidler
but make this not as like a third add-on, but really the core of what CEU does.
00:36:34 Yuki Seidler
And as I said, I mean, there is 3 traditions of how, major tradition of how universities
00:36:43 Yuki Seidler
are established.
00:36:44 Yuki Seidler
As I said, there's a more German model where it's kind of monk, there's a monkish, it's a freedom of research and teaching, but it is not necessarily engaging with the public.
00:36:58 Yuki Seidler
And on the other side, there is this Napoleonic French type of university, which university is a training ground for future elites.
00:37:08 Yuki Seidler
So the elites know what to do.
00:37:10 Yuki Seidler
It's a bit like the EU model.
00:37:13 Yuki Seidler
And then the third model is the Anglo-Saxon-American model, where actually like this community college that are established in the US or the liberal arts college, who actually is there to actually really serve the community.
00:37:30 Yuki Seidler
And I think CU has all of them, and I think this is very, very unique.
00:37:34 Yuki Seidler
It is located in a German-speaking country, but it has the spirits of the liberal arts, also community-oriented university.
00:37:44 Yuki Seidler
But on the other hand, of course, the CEU has been
00:37:48 Yuki Seidler
like producing many, many of the future elites, like the people from all over the world come here and I hear from students, now I'm working for the ministry in Georgia or something, so this is really nice.
00:38:01 Yuki Seidler
And this is a very, very unique thing that many universities, social science universities, do not have in the world.
00:38:10 Yuki Seidler
So I think we can really use this as a strength to make the third mission as the core of what CU does as part of its open society mission to
00:38:23 Yuki Seidler
And to say that we are not doing third mission like a contract, meaning that, okay, we have the knowledge, you can use our knowledge, we use our knowledge so that the NGOs can do better work.
00:38:36 Yuki Seidler
It's not like that.
00:38:37 Yuki Seidler
It is more like really engagement that we also learn a lot from the civil society side and truly we could benefit from each other.
00:38:48 Yuki Seidler
And that would be my dream vision of the future.
00:38:53 Aron Szalay
That sounds really nice.
00:38:56 Aron Szalay
I hope this comes true.
00:39:01 Aron Szalay
Thank you so much for joining me today.
00:39:06 Aron Szalay
This was the collaboration code.
00:39:08 Aron Szalay
If you want more information of collaboration opportunities, feel free to reach out to Yuki and the Science for Society Hub.
00:39:16 Aron Szalay
They are here to assist you with connecting society with academic research.
00:39:21 Aron Szalay
And if you want to hear more stories about engaged research, then join me next time when we continue the series on frontier knowledge about the future of universities.
00:39:32 Aron Szalay
I am Aaron Szalay.
00:39:33 Aron Szalay
Thank you for listening.




